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Egyptians are famous for the physical pyramids that they have built throughout 
ancient times, but did you know their ancient society was made up like a pyramid 
also? 

Their society functioned with a single ruler, the pharaoh having the bulk of the 
wealth and power at the top and the majority of the population, the farmers, 
servants and slaves at the bottom of society. Other members of society, priests, 
scribes, artisans and craftspeople existed in middle levels of this hierarchy.  

Construct your own pyramid to show how this ancient society was organized. 

Materials needed: 

1. Pyramid template printed on heavy paper
2. Writing pens of two colors
3. Scissors
4. Glue
5. Access to webpages linked below

Instructions: 

1. Visit these webpages to learn more about the lives of people at each level
of society.

http://www.pbs.org/empires/egypt/special/lifeas/index.html 

http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/life/home.html 

2. Then follow the instructions on the template page below to create your
own ancient Egyptian society level pyramid.

3. We’ve included a completed sample with our ideas of the roles people at
each level of society played.

Check out the resources listed below to learn more about pyramids, build a 
pyramid with a fun online game and 3D print your own pyramid. 

http://www.pbs.org/empires/egypt/special/lifeas/index.html
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/life/home.html
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Pyramids Resource List: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xtc0LQuA3z4 

FreeSchool video on the history and construction of the Pyramids of Giza 

https://www.thingiverse.com/thing:296260 

3D model of Egyptian pyramid for printing 

https://tasks.illustrativemathematics.org/content-standards/tasks/1899 

How to solve for the volume, height and base length of a pyramid 

UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) World Heritage Sites: 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/86/ 

Giza Pyramids and Memphis, Egypt 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1481/ 

Ziggurat of Ur, Iraq 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1336 

Archaeological Sites of the Island of Meroe, Sudan 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/414 

Pre-Hispanic City of Teotihuacan, Mexico 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/592 

Borobudur Temple Compounds, Indonesia 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/64/ 

Tikal National Park, Guatemala 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/483/ 

Pre-Hispanic City of Chichen Itza, Mexico 

 https://www.nms.ac.uk/explore-our-collections/games/discover-ancient-egypt/discover-ancient-
egypt/build-a-pyramid/ 

Build a Pyramid – National Museums Scotland 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.harvardartmuseums.org/assets/files/HAM-COLORING-BOOK-05-18-
FINAL.pdf 

Harvard Art Museum Coloring Ancient Egypt book 
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https://www.thingiverse.com/thing:296260
https://tasks.illustrativemathematics.org/content-standards/tasks/1899
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/86/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1481/
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https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.harvardartmuseums.org/assets/files/HAM-COLORING-BOOK-05-18-FINAL.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.harvardartmuseums.org/assets/files/HAM-COLORING-BOOK-05-18-FINAL.pdf
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https://earth.google.com/earth/rpc/cc/drive?state=%7B%22ids%22%3A%5B%221yeztds8c9uiwBLDTU0
bIL8alVx_Mn1W4%22%5D%2C%22action%22%3A%22open%22%2C%22userId%22%3A%221182185562
33561056788%22%7D&usp=sharing 

Google Earth tour of pyramids and pyramid-like structures around the world 

• Start by clicking “Present” from the menu on the left.
• Scroll in and out and around the site to see details and structures.
• Click on and scroll through the pictures in the upper right corner to see alternate views of the

site and for more information. Click the arrow in the upper left corner to return to the main
map.

• Click on 3D and Street View in the lower right corner to see 360o views of the site if possible.
Click on the arrow in the upper left corner to return to the main map and your place in the
presentation.

• Click on the arrow in the “Table of Contents” in the lower left corner to advance to the next site.

Society Level Pyramid photos: 

King Tut burial mask 

Ancient Egyptian priest 

Seated scribe 

Artisans and craftspeople (detail) 

Egyptian farmer 

Offering bearer 

https://earth.google.com/earth/rpc/cc/drive?state=%7B%22ids%22%3A%5B%221yeztds8c9uiwBLDTU0bIL8alVx_Mn1W4%22%5D%2C%22action%22%3A%22open%22%2C%22userId%22%3A%22118218556233561056788%22%7D&usp=sharing
https://earth.google.com/earth/rpc/cc/drive?state=%7B%22ids%22%3A%5B%221yeztds8c9uiwBLDTU0bIL8alVx_Mn1W4%22%5D%2C%22action%22%3A%22open%22%2C%22userId%22%3A%22118218556233561056788%22%7D&usp=sharing
https://earth.google.com/earth/rpc/cc/drive?state=%7B%22ids%22%3A%5B%221yeztds8c9uiwBLDTU0bIL8alVx_Mn1W4%22%5D%2C%22action%22%3A%22open%22%2C%22userId%22%3A%22118218556233561056788%22%7D&usp=sharing
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:TUT-Ausstellung_FFM_2012_47_%287117819557%29.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Opening_of_the_mouth_ceremony_%28cut%29.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Seated_Scribe_Full.jpg
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/548568
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/548568
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Maler_der_Grabkammer_des_Sennudem_001.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Maler_der_Grabkammer_des_Sennudem_001.jpg
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/544210
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Lulu appreciating the usefulness of models. 
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